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Greener Pastures: President Judith Woodsworth (centre) received a-plant from Alexis Fortin (left) and Louise Hénault-Ethier of R4 Concordia. The gift 
was offered earlier this week at a press conference to launch a new state-of-the-art composter at Loyola. Concordia is the first academic institution to adapt 
the composter (designed for agricultural use) to an urban, institutional environment. Associate Vice-President of Facilities Management Peter Bolla, and Provost 
David Graham also spoke at the afternoon event. R4 offered demonstrations of the new machine and the event was féted with locally sourced wines and 
foods served to a SRO crowd. For more about the composter, and what it means for Concordia, turn to page 9. 


Provost addresses budget 


KAREN HERLAND 


While debates rage on about the cri- 
sis in higher education and the finan- 
cial stresses on universities, Provost 
and Vice-President Academic Affairs 
David Graham has had some tough 
decisions to make — 4 million of 
them. 

With provincial funding lagging 
behind salary increases built into 
existing collective agreements, frozen 
tuition fees and no new sources of 
revenue on the horizon, Concordia is 
facing deficit budgeting. “[The 
defecit] is very small compared to 
other universities, but it is a problem” 

Concordia’s Board of Governors 
approved a budget in August that 
required two per cent cuts across the 
university to eliminate most of the 
projected deficit. 

Graham explained in a recent inter- 
view that the vice-presidents were 
charged with making those choices. 


“Two-thirds of the university's budget 
is under my office. That’s $200 mil- 
lion, so two per cent is $4 million” 

Graham said that easiest choices 
were those that “had no direct impact 
on teaching or research.’ Ten per cent 
of his office’s budget was cut by not 
filling positions of people on leave 
and eliminating phone lines and sub- 
scriptions deemed _ peripheral. 
“Inevitably, you reach the end of the 
easier cuts.” 

Graham sat down with the deans to 


* determine how to apply the cuts with- 


in the faculties. All of the deans 
agreed that they would “share the 
pain”. Factors like which faculties 
were already facing increased enroll- 
ment without any increased funding, 
or which ones had reserve finances, 
determined the level of cuts to be 
absorbed. 

In the end, Engineering and 
Computer Science will face a three 
per cent cut because of an accrued 


surplus, Arts & Science will cut two 
per cent, Fine Arts one-and-a-half per 
cent and JMSB and the libraries will 
each cut one per cent of their current 
budgets. 

Graham explained that some of 
those cuts involve being more strate- 
gic about reaching goals. For 
instance, recruitment of graduate 
students and faculty remains a prior- 
ity for the university. However, 
instead of massive advertising cam- 
paigns, recruitment funds may be 
used to “bring top-notch students to 
visit. We have seen a better rate of 
return when we target funds and 
allow individuals to meet their 
potential supervisors and get to 
know the other students they would 
work with” 

For Graham, the _ challenge 
remains. “It’s difficult to be high 
quality and low cost. Nobody wants 
to be the Wal-Mart of education,’ he 
added wryly. 
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Anatomically correct research project 


WENDY SMITH 


Decades before macabre images 
of disease and bodily trauma hit 
our television screens on shows 
like CS/ and House, medical illus- 
trators showed people what it 
would be like to travel inside 
their bodies. Now, four 
Concordians are setting out to 
study those pioneers who depict- 
ed the world beneath our skin. 

Ask any physician about the 
tome he or she consulted most 
frequently during those years of 
training, and chances are two 
names will come up: Gray’s, the 
classic textbook on human phys- 
iology, and Grant's, the first 
North American medical atlas 
that was originally published in 
1943 and, now in its twelfth edi- 
tion, continues to reign as the 
world standard. 

The Illustrating Medicine proj- 
ect will initiate research on 
Grant's Atlas — specifically on the 
illustrators who made significant 
contributions to the field of med- 
ical education. 

“We know very little about 
these illustrators, said principal 
investigator Kim Sawchuk, asso- 
ciate professor in Concordia’s 
Department of Communication 
Studies. “Atlases were named 
after the anatomist, not the illus- 





Kim Sawchuk cradles one of the seventy-odd year-old illustrations from the original 
Grant’s collection. Rendered in precise detail down to the last knuckle crease, an out- 
stretched hand is drawn with the skin partially peeled back, exposing highways of veins 
swerving around muscle and bone. The image appears to have been lit from within, a 
quality achieved by applying layers of carbon dust to special film. 


trator. The images are central to 
any anatomical atlas, yet the 
illustrator often was eliminated 
from historical memory.’ 

But traces of documentation 
about the illustrators still remain 
and Sawchuk and her team plan 
to hunt down these bits of infor- 
mation and integrate them with 
digital renderings of the original 
drawings in a searchable, online 
archive. 


What we do know about the 


medical illustrators of the 1940s, 
says Sawchuk, is that they were 
unique. They practiced a disci- 
pline that straddles the divide 
between art and _= science, 
demanding proficiency with a 
paintbrush and a_ profound 
knowledge of anatomy. And at a 
time when men dominated other 
corners of medicine, the majority 
of illustrators were women. 


WYOOH 13H 


“We're bringing these women 
out of the shadows,’ said Nancy 
Marrelli, project participant and 
director of the Concordia 
Archives. 

Illustrating Medicine, which 
recently received a three-year, 
$107,000 grant from the Social 
Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council, brings togeth- 
er an interdisciplinary team of 
scholars from Concordia and the 
University of Toronto. The 
Concordia contingent consists of 
Sawchuk; Marrelli; Mél Hogan, a 
candidate in the Joint Doctorate 
in Communication; and Nina 
Czegledy, associate adjunct pro- 
fessor in the Faculty of Fine Arts. 
They are joined by U of T 
researchers Nick Woolridge and 
Brian Sutherland. 

Czegledy’s Digitized Bodies, 
Virtual Spectacles exhibition 
was the catalyst for this proj- 
ect. The first show to present 
the work of early Canadian 
medical illustrators as art in its 
own right, it toured Canada 
and Budapest in 2000. When 
Sawchuk marvelled over the 
anatomical drawings on dis- 
play, Czegledy told her, “Just 
wait until you see the rest of 
them!” she recalled. “And they 
are beautiful.” 

These illustrations are severe- 


ly vulnerable to heat, light, dust, 
excessive handling - even the 
oils in human skin are potential- 
ly destructive. Sawchuk “didn’t 
feel comfortable even handling 
them without consulting a pro- 
fessional archivist, because of 
the possibility of unintentional 
damage.” 

So she recruited Marrelli, who 
promptly paid a site visit to the 
bowels of the University of 
Toronto medical school, where 
the fragile drawings are lan- 
guishing “in inappropriate, non- 
archival storage cabinets, all 
jumbled up, with bits of tape 
stuck to them” 

“If you had told me Id be sit- 
ting in this museum surrounded 
by body parts, I would never 
have believed you,’ Marrelli con- 
fessed. “But there's a certain 
curiosity about the whole thing. 
This is archival material, it has 
great historical value, and it’s 
not really recognized’ 

“For me, this project is the 
missing link” agreed Sawchuk, 
whose previous research has 
investigated various aspects of 
feminism, biomedicine and 
embodiment. “There have not 
been adequate histories of 
Canadian medical illustration. 
And medical history is part of 
our cultural history: 





Charles Cho is 


DAWN WISEMAN 


In his recent book, Common 
Wealth: Economics for a Crowded 
Planet (Penguin Press, 2008), 
Columbia University Professor 
and UN Special Adviser Jeffrey D. 
Sachs speaks of “externalities”; 
social and environmental costs 
which fall outside the profit/loss 
calculations of governments, 
businesses and individuals. 

For example, the higher initial 
price tag of incorporating geot- 
hermal heating into new build- 
ings, and subsequent higher 
mortgage payments, can dis- 
suade people from using this 
alternate energy source, even 
though it reduces the production 
of greenhouse gases and results 
in long term energy savings. 

Sachs argues that we will have 
to collectively shift the way we 
count costs in order to ensure 
our ongoing prosperity and well- 
being. 

Charles Cho (Accountancy) 


and a small (but growing) num- 
ber of accountants world-wide 
are trying to do just that. 

As he explained, “Social and 
Environmental Accounting 
(SEA) is the process of commu- 
nicating the social and environ- 
mental information and activi- 
ties of an organization to its var- 
ious stakeholders, and bringing 
externalities to bear on the bot- 
tom line. 

The field has existed for about 
30 years, and been based largely 
in Europe and _ Australia, 
although recently, its reach has 
extended in other parts of the 
globe. Cho explained it remains 


predominantly an academic — 


endeavour. “The issue has been 
(and still is) to link our research 
to practice, and get managers 
and executives interested and, 
more importantly, committed? 
to adopting SEA in their busi- 
ness practices. 

Cho was introduced to SEA 
early in his PhD at the University 


shifting how we count costs 


of Central Florida by his supervi- 
sor, Robin Roberts and Den 
Patten (from Illinois State 
University), two of the leaders in 
the field. “I ended up doing my 
PhD thesis on SEA,’ he said. 
When he arrived at Concordia 
in 2007, Cho very much wanted 
to highlight SEA practice and 
research within his department. 
For the last 20 years, the 
Centre for Social and 
Environmental Accounting 
Research (CSEAR) at the 
University of St. Andrew's 
(Scotland), has hosted the 
CSEAR Summer School, a rela- 
tively small, informal and 
intense gathering where 
researchers and industry profes- 
sionals discuss and debate cur- 


rent issues associated with 
social, environmental and sus- 
tainability accounting and 
accountability. 


CSEAR Summer Schools had 
been hosted in other countries, 
but never in the Americas. 


Cho feels, “ we need to move 
towards fostering this type of 
accounting research in the 
North American continent, and 
so from July 7 to 9 this past sum- 
mer he brought CSEAR to North 
America for the first time. 

More than 50 specialists from 
11 different countries attended 
the 3-day event, the highlight of 
which was a plenary address by 
Rob Gray, Founding Director of 
CSEAR. 

Cho underlined that one of 
the Summer School's strengths 
is its small size, “With a limited 
number of people, it creates the 
opportunity to engage in multi- 
ple conversations and meaning- 
ful discussions.” 

The event was such a success, 
that he hopes it becomes a bian- 
nual affair, perhaps alternating 
between Concordia and the 
University of Central Florida. 

With his hosting duties com- 
plete for the moment, Cho spent 
last week at the UK CSEAR 


Summer School, the “mother” 
conference. 

“This was be my fourth atten- 
dance since 2005. I have always 
presented a paper because this 
is where the feedback is the 
greatest’ 

His paper, “Corporate Disclo- 
sure of Environmental Capital 
Expenditures: A Test of 
Alternative Theories”, is co- 
authored with Den Patten 
(Illinois State University) and 
Marty Freedman (Towson 
University). 

This year Cho was not the only 
Concordian in attendance, 
Martin Martens (Management) 
and PhD student Michelle 
Rodrigue (Accountancy) also 
presented. 

Given that Cho believes, “SEA 
needs to increase its visibility to 
new emerging scholars in order 
to foster the research and make 
it viable in the long run,’ he's 
made a pretty good start in a 
short period of time. 
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Forgione conclusions 


Pat Forgione has come to Concordia to study the chemistry of medicines. 


DAWN WISEMAN 


At first glance, synthetic organic 
chemistry might seem like an oxy- 
moron. The term makes more 
sense when explained by one of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry’s 
newest faculty members, Pat 
Forgione. 

“The field of synthetic organic 
chemistry is focused on the cre- 
ation, or synthesis, of completely 
new products from organic mole- 
cules” 

Forgione joined the depart- 
ment in July after several years in 
the Montreal area labs of 
Boehringer Ingelheim Ltd., a 
pharmaceutical company spe- 
cializing in both human and vet- 
erinary medications. 

His return to academia was 
prompted largely by an interest 
in the supervision of students. 

“At Boehringer, I had the 
opportunity to supervise co-op 
students. It gave me a great deal 
of satisfaction, and it got me 
thinking that maybe I should 
align my career more with oppor- 
tunities which involve the men- 
toring of young people. 

Forgione will have a relatively 
gentle introduction to students 
with one undergraduate class 
this term and the supervision ofa 
graduate student, who arrived 
last week. 

But, as he pointed out with a 
wry smile, “I'm also writing 


” 


grants. 
Forgione’s research has two 


main thrusts. 

The first focuses on improving 
the efficiency of production for a 
group of molecules known as 


heteroaromatics. These mole- 
cules are valued in the pharma- 
ceutical industry because of their 
ability to cross the cell mem- 
brane and impact processes 
within the cell. 

Right now they have several 
drawbacks for large-scale phar- 
maceutical use: their production 
results in undesirable by-prod- 
ucts and requires high tempera- 
tures for synthesis. 

“Neither of these issues pre- 
vent me from producing the mol- 
ecules in the lab; he said, but, in 
the scaled-up processes of indus- 
try, polluting byproducts and 
energy consumption are signifi- 
cant concerns which impact 
cost-effectiveness. 

He is hoping to address anoth- 
er problem with the help of col- 
leagues from Concordia’s Centre 
for Research in Molecular 
Modelling (CERMM), leveraging 
their expertise in digitally model- 
ing processes that occur within 
and between molecules. 

By rendering the mechanism 
at work in the heteroaromatics in 
a visual format, Forgione expects 
to find clues which will con- 
tribute to the development of 
methods that will allow for more 
efficient and controllable synthe- 
sis. 

His second area of research 
focuses on pharmaceutical treat- 
ments for Hepatitis C. 

Approximately 3 per cent of 
the world’s population is infected 
with Hepatitis C, a virus trans- 
mitted primarily through 
unscreened blood products, 
intravenous drug use and sexual 
contact. At this time, the only 





available treatment is time con- 
suming, costly, side effect-ridden 
and only about 50 per cent effec- 
tive. 

What researchers do know is 
that when viral loads in the body 
are reduced sufficiently, the 
immune system can actually 
clear the virus itself, and so most 
current research is looking at 
ways to block viral reproduction. 

Forgione’s research will centre 
on protease inhibitors. 

“The protease has a very spe- 
cific job in Hepatitis C reproduc- 
tion,’ he said: it acts like a pair of 
scissors, cutting a replicating 
virus at a precise point in the 
reproductive process. Forgione's 
research is looking at molecules 
which have the potential to fit 
nicely inside the protease, essen- 
tially jamming the scissors. 

“It's an exciting area of 
research because there are a 
number reproductive mecha- 
nisms involved in Hepatitis C 
reproduction. 

He added that with different 
teams around the world working 
on blocking different mecha- 
nisms, the potential exists for the 
eventual development of a cock- 
tail of drugs for Hepatis C treat- 
ment, “Each attacking the virus 
in its own way: ; 

- Given the rigours of pharma- 
ceutical testing and human trials, 
the treatment is a number of 
years off, but Forgione believes 
Concordia will contribute to the 
eventual result. 

“It's an exciting time of renew- 
al in teaching and research at 
Concordia, he said, “It's a good 
time to come here.” 


JOWSSINI NOWVH 





ACCOLADES 


Anne Wade, Manager and Information Specialist at the Centre for 
the Study of Learning and Performance, received an Excellence in 
Librarianship award from the American Psychological Association 
at theirannual conference in June. The award recognizes significant 
contributions within psychology and social sciences librarianship. 
Wade is a sessional lecturer in the Department of Education and is 
involved in research on the effectiveness of social interventions 
through the Campbell Collaboration. 


NoQo 


Suong Van Hoa, Director of the Concordia Centre for Composites 
in the Department of Mechanical and Industrial Engineering will 
receive the Pratt & Whitney Canada Research Fellow award at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Aerospace Industry Association of 
Canada on Sept. 17. Hoa has been working with several institution- 
al and industry partners on developing composites for the aero- 
space industry. 


N@Qo 


Although the triennial show at the Montreal Museum of 
Contemporary Art closed its doors on Sept. 7, not all of the pieces 
that were on exhibit are being packed up to return to the artists. A 
full dozen Concordia alumni produced 37 of the works that the 
museum purchased during the exhibit. The exhibit was the most 
ambitious in MACM history and the purchase represents a signifi- 
cant acquisition of the work of Québec artists. Multiple works were 
purchased from Patrick Coutu, Adad Hannah, Emmanuel Licha 
and David Ross. Single pieces were acquired from Anthony 
Burnham, Michel de Broin, Manon De Pauw, Stéphane Gilot, 
Tricia Middleton, Jonathan Plante, Chih-Chien Wang and 
Etienne Zack. 


N@Qvo 


Local media have been raving about two movies by former students. 
The Kidnapper comedy collectives Who is K.K. Downey? is playing 
at the AMC Forum 22 after winning praise at its Fantasia Festival 
premiere earlier this summer. The irreverent comedy pokes fun at 
the lifestyles of its slacker producers while commenting on the cult 
of celebrity. Meanwhile, Eric R. Scott’s Leaving the Fold examines 
the lives of a half-dozen Hasidic Jews grappling with the meaning of 
faith and the place of spirituality in society. The documentary speaks 
with a number of young Jews who leave their ultra-orthodox com- 
munities (and sometimes their whole families) behind. Scott, who 
took classes here, often features Concordia in his work. One of his 
subjects is featured studying at Loyola after Leaving the Fold. After 
premiering at the Montreal World Film Festival, the film completes 
a week-long run at the Cinéma du Parc tonight. 


NQre 


The BMO Financial Group announced the winners of their sixth 
annual BMO Ist Art! Invitational Student Art Competition last 
month and Keren Epstein won the Quebec regional prize. Epstein, 
who graduated this year in photography, was selected by professors 
as one of three outstanding students in her graduating class. This 
year, over 160 submissions were evaluated with 13 regional winners 
and one grand prize winner selected from the works. BMO Ist Art! 
winners’ works will be on display at the Museum of Contemporary 
Canadian Art (MOCCA) in Toronto from Oct. 7 to 26. 


Qo 


For a third time, Director of Media Relations Chris Mota has been 
named a Faculty Star by the Council for the Advancement and 
Support of Education (CASE). Faculty Stars are conference speakers 
who earn average combined scores of 4.5 and above (on a five-point 
scale) on their session evaluations at CASE district conferences. 
Participants rate speakers on criteria including knowledge of subject 
matter, suitability of content, presentation skills, and quality of 
handouts. 


N@Qo 


Rob Carver's undergraduate research on a fish habitat restoration 
project in the Nicolet River earned him the opportunity to travel to 
B.C. to participate in Rising Stars of Research, the national under- 
graduate science research poster competition last August. He is one 
of 63 students across Canada (from 421 applications) to be spon- 
sored. His research is being conducted under Pascale Biron 
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IN MEMORIAM 
John Fox 1927-2008 


John Fox, who was chair of the 
Department of Painting and 
Drawing for a total of 18 years 
before he retired in 1998, passed 
away this summer during his 
annual vacation in Venice with 
his wife, Sandra Paikowsky of the 
art history department. 
Although primarily a figura- 
tive painter, he spent most of 
the 1970s doing abstract work 


John Hall 


John Hall studied, taught and 
managed at Concordia, some- 
times in the building that bears 
his father’s name on De 
Maisonneuve Blvd. After a 
nearly lifelong connection to 
the university, he decided to 
extend his legacy by initiating a 
special endowment fund that 
provides funding to a dozen 
students annually in perpetuity. 

Hall graduated from Sir 
George Williams University with 
a bachelor of science in 1954. 
After heading the personnel 
office, he became a part-time 
lecturer in Concordia’s manage- 
ment department in 1989. 

By the 1990s, he was an 
administrator for the 


before returning to his original 
themes. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Paikowsky, as well as two daugh- 
ters, Angelica and Marietta from 
a previous marriage. 

His love of Venice took him 
back every year to soak up the 
colours of this city. He is buried 
on an island in the Venetian 
lagoon. 


1929-2008 


Engineering and Computer 
Science Faculty until his retire- 
ment. It was then that he estab- 
lished the Concordia University 
Pensioners’ Association (CUPA), 
to keep retired Concordians in 
touch with the university. It was 
in that capacity that he was an 
observer at the Board of 
Governors. 

In 2002, he established the 
student endowment fund, with 
funds from CUPA matched by 
the university. 

Hall passed away in July of this 
year after a brief illness. He is 
survived by his wife of 49 years 
Yolende, his children Suzanne 
and Stephen and his grand- 
daughter Kaitlyn. 


Joyce O’Brien 


The Concordia community was 
saddened to hear the news that 
Joyce O'Brien (nee Bennett), 
beloved wife of John Wilfrid 
O'Brien, Rector emeritus and 
former Speaker of Senate, died 
in Montreal in July. 


ty 7. | Ts 
Fine Arts Orientation activities kicked off with a 





She was the loving mother of 
Anne and Catherine and grand- 
mother of Shannon and 
Jonathan, and will be fondly 
remembered by her family and 
friends. 

A private funeral was held. 


, " 
ee" 


BBQ on the VA building lawn last week. For 


a full list of the exciting events planned, go to finearts.concordia.ca/news/ 
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La rentrée 


It's the same thing every year — 
reconnecting with old friends, 
missing those who have moved 
on, buckling down and feeling 
the excitement of new possibili- 
ties. 

Here at the Journal we try to 
capture it all; new initiatives and 
the achievements that will mark 
our academic legacy. 

Some of this summer's 
changes are marked in these 
pages. One that you might have 
missed was the retirement of 
Barbara Black, who has helmed 
this paper for 15 years. Her 
unique take on the institution 
and its contributions to the larg- 
er community will be sorely 
missed. 

Meanwhile, as editor of publi- 
cations here at University 
Communications Services, I am 
looking forward to a new year of 
discovering what you have 
planned for this year and shar- 
ing it with the rest of the 
Concordia community. 

We have a fresher look and we 
intend to make our online ver- 
sion (cjournal.concordia.ca/) 
more interactive. 

However, we still intend to 
provide information about life 
and work on both campuses. 
Favourites like ClassAction will 
be back for another year, provid- 
ing an opportunity for you to 





JOWSSIA NOTH 


Barbara Black surrounded by well-wishers at her retirement party last spring. The 
party marked the end of an era for the Journal. 


showcase your pedagogically 
unique courses. We will also 
produce special issues on a 
number of topics. Each special 
issue offers an overview of 
research, staff and student 
activities that complement each 
other. Look for our first issue, on 
privacy and security, later this 
month. 

For all of this to work, we need 
your help. We invite you to 
upload your favourite shots of 
university life on flickr 
(www,flickr.com/groups/concor- 
diapicks) so that we can reflect 
them back in our pages. Don't 
hesitate to send announce- 
ments, updates and emails 


about things going on in your 
department to myself, or to 
cjournal@alcor.concordia.ca. 
Our publication schedule (on 
our website). will let you know 
when we need to hear about an 
event to get it into the issue. 
Basically, if we know about 
something two weeks before we 
publish, we can help you decide 
how best to promote it. 

Lastly, we want to hear from 
you. Don’t hesitate to let us 
know how you feel about the 
issues addressed on our pages. 
As the internal record of the uni- 
versity, these pages belong to 
each of you. 

KAREN HERLAND 


New faces in the administration 


There are a few new faces in the 
Office of the Provost, and the 
Office of Research, as well as else- 
where throughout the university. 

Provost and Vice-President 
Academic Affairs David Graham 
announced earlier this month 
that both Rama Bhat and Ollivier 
Dyens will take on Vice-Provost 
responsiblities. 

Bhat will serve as Vice-Provost 
Academic Relations after having 
previously served as chair of the 
Department of Mechanical and 
Industrial Engineering as well as 
Interim Dean of ENCS. Bhat has 
also served as a faculty represen- 
tative on the Board of Governors. 
His new responsibilities include 
overseeing the CUFA and CUPFA 
collective agreements and pro- 
moting faculty career develop- 
ment. 

Dyens has served as Chair of 
the Département d'Etudes 
francaises for the past three 
years. He will oversee curriculum 
development and promote out- 
standing teaching and learning 


at the university as Vice-Provost, 
Teaching and Learning. 

Meanwhile, Vice-President 
Research and Graduate Studies 
Louise Dandurand announced 
that Carole Brabant will take 
over as Acting Director of the 
Office of Research. Brabant will 
handle the office during current 
director Garry Milton's absence 
due to illness. 

Dandurand also 
announced that Catherine 
Vallejo, who served as chair of 
the Department of Classics, 
Modern and 
Linguistics, will act as Interim 
Associate Vice-President Inter- 
national Relations. Vallejo will 
help facilitate relations and part- 
nerships with academic institu- 
tions around the globe. She will 
hold the position for six months 
until Liselyn Adams returns from 
a 6-month sabbatical leave. 

Sup Mei Graub has retired 
after nearly four decades at 
Concordia. Until a new director 
of Counselling and Development 


has 


Languages 


is found, Katie Sheahan has 
agreed to step in as Interim 
Director, in addition to her regu- 
lar position as Director of 
Recreation and Athletics. 
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A message 
from the chair 
of the Board 


As we begin the fall term at Concordia, I would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to welcome our new President Judith Woodsworth, and on 
behalf of the entire Board of Governors, wish her the greatest success 
in taking our university to the next level in its development. 

I would also like to express publicly the unanimous appreciation of 
our Board of Governors to former President Michael Di Grappa. 
Michael graciously and courageously stepped in to lead this institu- 
tion through a challenging nine-month period. Not only did he keep 
Concordia on track with skill, tact and determination, but he conclud- 
ed a number of important issues such as some outstanding labour 
agreements as well as the budget. Concordia owes him a deep debt of 
gratitude. 

Concordia is a tremendous institution with a promising future. 
Over the next few months, President Woodsworth and her team are 
going to be mapping out a strategic direction for this institution to 
define our goals and the plan to take us there. With the strong support 
of the entire Concordia community and our friends outside the uni- 
versity, I know that we are well positioned to support our community 
in both the creation and dissemination of knowledge. 

I wish you all a rich and productive fall term. 

PETER KRUYT 
CHAIR, BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


Students bouncing back 





JOTVSSEII NOLWWH 


raced back to 


Orientation spread across both campuses this year as students 
school. At Loyola, students were able to try out all sorts of equipment in a series 
of contests all over the quad. Events organized by student groups, the CSU and stu- 
dent services will continue for the next week or so until studying starts to take 
precedence. . 


The Darling Foundry is a once- 
abandoned industrial building in 
downtown Montreal that was 
recently converted into a venue 
for contemporary art installa- 
tions. On September 9, the exhibi- 
tion space was transformed into 
an  Indian-themed pleasure 
palace that might look more 
appropriate in Mumbai or 
Hyderabad than in Canada’s sec- 
ond largest city. 

The occasion was the Best of 
the Best Extravaganza, a fundrais- 
ing event that has been held every 
year since 2003 to provide fellow- 
ships to John Molson School of 
Business doctoral students. The 
fellowships—worth $15,000 and 
renewable for up to three years— 
are awarded to talented PhD stu- 
dents enrolled in full-time studies. 

More than 120 alumni, profes- 
sors and corporate friends of 
Concordia’s business faculty were 
in attendance and, together, they 
successfully raised $100,000. 

Guests were greeted by dhol 
drummers as the sweet and spicy 
aromas of a specially cooked, 
three-course Indian meal wafted 
from the kitchen. Dancers and 
musicians entertained guests 
between courses. 

It was an evening few guests 
will forget, especially the three 
doctoral students whose talents 
and accomplishments were being 
honoured: Emilie Gibeau, 
Mahmood Mohebshahedin and 
Melanie Robinson. 

Guests heard from President 
Judith Woodsworth who thanked 
them for their present and past 


Cultural 
exploration 


David Pariser, of art education, took this pic- 
ture on the Eastmain river this summer while 
a guest of the Cree Native Arts and Crafts 
Association (CNACA) during their third annual 
general assembly. 

He attended two workshops: One on the law 
of cultural property and the other on training 
younger artisans in traditional Cree skills and 
crafts. Both workshops raised key issues in terms 
of preservation of Cree art and knowledge. 
During the second workshop, participants devel- 
oped a list of elders whom they would like to 
interview to record and preserve their cultural 
knowledge before it is forgotten. The CNACA was 
created in order to assume a leadership role on 
behalf of the Cree for the development of arts 
and crafts. 

Pariser recently published an article on 
Freidl-Dicker Brandeis, was an inspirational 
art educator who died in Auschwitz. Even 
though she perished along with her pupils, 
she was able to save their drawings which 
were recovered after the war. The article,“ A 
Woman of Valor: Freidl-Dicker Brandeis, Art 
Teacher in Theresienstadt Concentration 
Camp,” appears ‘in The Journal of Art 
Education. 
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Best for JMSB’s best 





AWTS NVAY 


President Judith Woodsworth, the Honourable Baljit Singh Chadha, P.C., who serves as pres- 
ident of Balcorp, a prominent international trade and marketing company, and co-chair 
of the JMSB Best of the Best Extravaganza, and Kathy Assayag, Vice-President Advancement 


and Alumni Relations. 


support of the university, and 
Kathy Assayag, Vice President of 
Advancement and = Alumni 
Relations, who paid tribute to the 
evening's three co-chairs: the 
Honourable Baljit Chadha, 
President of Balcorp, who also 
sits on Concordia’s Board of 
Governors; Peter Hall, VP and 
Managing Director of Peter Hall 
Associates; and Craig Shannon, 
Managing Director, Investment 
Banking of National Bank 
Financial. Both Hall and Shannon 
are JMSB Advisory Board mem- 
bers. 

Assayag also thanked the indi- 
vidual and corporate donors 
whose contributions have helped 
to make the new JMSB facility, 
which will open its doors in 





September 2009, a reality: 
Mouvement des caisses 
Desjardins, BMO Financial 


Group, KPMG Montreal and the 
Chadha Family Foundation. 

Dean Sanjay Sharma touted 
the achievements of the JMSB, its 
students and faculty, and stressed 
the need for increased student 
support so that the business 
school can attract and retain the 
best and brightest minds. 

“We are very pleased by the 
turnout of so many of our private 
sector friends - your support is 
invaluable to our school and to 
Concordia. Both students and 
faculty are grateful for your sup- 
port — the business community is 
our partner in the truest and 
deepest sense; said Sharma. 
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Identical pasts 


KAREN HERLAND 


Photos provide a window into a time, a 
lifestyle or a community. The images lin- 
ing the west side of McGill College just 
north of Ste. Catherine Street create a 
dialogue between figures from the turn 
of the 20" century and our students. 

Inspirations -The Notman Photograph- 
ic Archives converge with the New Gener- 
ation reflects curator Héléne Samson's 
desire to have “the collection exhibited 
in relation to the new generation's cre- 
ative process.” 

Samson is responsible for the Notman 
archives of the McCord Museum. The 
thousands of images taken by William 
Notman, his sons and the photogra- 
phers in his studio capture Montrealers’ 
lives and families at work and at play. 
Samson contacted the photography 
department in June 2007 to develop the 
exhibition's concept. 

The main theme of the show (the third 
show involving the archives in this 
venue, and the first to call on student 
participation) was identity. Since Marisa 
Portolese teaches courses that encour- 
age students to explore this theme, she 
was immediately interested in the proj- 
ect. She thought the opportunity to 
exhibit in the paths of Montrealers and 
tourists alike should be extended 
beyond any single class. 

“We wanted students whose work 
addressed the human condition, gender, 
identity, and race. And we wanted stu- 
dents who would not be overwhelmed 


by the project or the demands on them,” 

Portolese contacted Genevieve 
Cadieux and the two professors identi- 
fied 40 graduate and undergraduate 
photography students and asked them 
to submit portfolios. Samson worked 
with the students to identify images 
within the Notman Archives that echoed 
some of their motifs. 

Through most of the 2008 winter 
semester, students worked with their 
professors and the curator to match 
photos they had taken with images 
selected from the archives or to take 
photos inspired by the archive’s materi- 
al. The work went back and forth until 
all parties were satisfied. “It was a very 
collaborative process,’ said Samson. 

“What was important was that the 
dialogue between the students’ work 
and the Notman image be really strong,’ 
Portolese added. That conversation 
could be graphic, emotional or psycho- 
logical, she said. “Each of the students 
has their own voice.” 

And the conversation is fascinating. 
Factory workers are lined up with a 
modern textile worker in her own stu- 
dio; artistocrats’ formal poses are juxta- 
posed with the photographers’ self-con- 
scious friends and family members. 
Nearly two dozen pairs of photographs 
illustrate changing styles of self-presen- 
tation and personal identity. 

The exhibit will continue until Oct. 19. 
Go to www.mccord-museum.gqce.ca to find 
out more about the show and a planned 
vernissage in the coming weeks. 


Amongst the images on display on McGill College are Véronique Ducharme’s Maude, artist and business woman, 
flat bed printing room, textile printing studio, Montréal, 2008, juxtaposed against the busy operations of Plater 
room, Howard Smith Paper Mills, Beauharnois, 1919-1920 by Ernest Gendron. Meanwhile, the static, posed fig- 
ures in Notman’s Girl Guides building a campfire, Montreal, 1927 seem especially innocent compared with the 
almost sinister Girl Guide Nation #4, 2004 by Yedda Morrison. The entire exhibit is online on the McCord 


Museum website. 
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Remembering the Irish of Quebec 


KareN HERLAND 





While travel always offers the opportu- 
nity to experience unfamiliar sights, 
sounds and_ experiences, The 
Concordia Centre for Irish Studies 
offered about five dozen people the 
chance to travel through time as well 
as geographically. 

The centre organized a day-long 
ferry trip to Grosse Ile. Quebec's equiv- 
alent of Ellis Island served as a check- 
point for new immigrants arriving in 
Quebec until 1932. Although all immi- 
grants passed through Grosse Ile, the 
Great Potato Famine in Ireland and a 
typhus epidemic meant that 5,000 
Irish immigrants were buried on the 
island in 1847, Several memorials have 
been erected on the island since then, 
and the location has come to resonate 
as a symbol of immigration history. 

“It is important to us to develop 
events that link the Irish and Quebec 
histories, explained Megan Findlay, a 
Master's student in Creative Writing at 
Concordia who helped coordinate the 
field trip to the island. The centre 
invited Marianna O’Gallagher, an his- 
torian of the island who has written 
several monographs about its history 
and importance. 


“Rather than just going alone, it was 
wonderful to be part of a group and to 
have her there,’ said Cynthia Hedrick, 
of enrolment services, who participat- 
ed in the trip. “She kept referring to 
‘these precious people’ when referring 
to those who had died.” Hedrich is not 
Irish but first heard about Grosse fle 
when she was a member of the Black 
Rock theatre group in Verdun. 

“I've always been interested in Irish 
history and am on the centre's listserv, 
Hedrich said. This summer she took 
her first course with the centre, Irish 
Ethnomusicology offered by musician 
Gearéid O hAllmhurain. 

O hAllmhurdin also participated in 
this summer's tour, “When we arrived 
at the Celtic Cross [a memorial erect- 
ed on the island in 1909] he played The 
Lament to the Spailin [landless], 
explained anthropology student 
Dimitri Koulis. “Hed played it for us in 
class, but I felt blessed to hear the 
piece in that context.” 

Koulis, like Hedrich, appreciated the 
opportunity to have history brought 
alive by seeing the buildings where the 
new arrivals had been cared for, and 
the graves of those ‘precious people’ 
who did not survive. 

Grosse ile operated as a site for 





developing bacteriological weapons 
(including anthrax) by the 


Department of National Defence dur- 
ing World War II and was used as a 





quarantine site for animals after the 
war. It was officially declared a histor- 
ical site in 1983, and a national park a 
decade later. 


A selection of photos from this summer's trip to Grosse lle. Above, Muriel Harvey looks at the names of those 
on the island. Below left, the memorial Celtic Cross. Below, the disinfection shed on the island. 
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Video Witness on the world 


KAREN HERLAND 


For the second year in a row, 
human rights activists from 
around the world convened at 
Loyola to use the equipment, 
resources and expertise of the 
Communication Studies pro- 
gram to connect their stories to 
video advocacy campaigns. 

Twenty-seven people from 
twenty-six countries made up a 
“virtual U.N. at Loyola,” 
remarked Tina Singleton, the 
coordinator of the Video 
Advocacy Institute (VAI) that 
was held over two weeks in July. 
The participants, who normally 
work in community groups, 
NGOs, schools, churches, and 
clinics, were selected to learn 
how to effect change with digital 
media. 

The VAI began last year as a 
collaboration between Concordia 
and Witness, the organization 
founded by Peter Gabriel after 
the Rodney King affair in the US. 
demonstrated how a window on 
injustice can make a difference. 





Communication Studies professor Liz Mliler (on left) watches footage with Amalia Pulungan 
of Indonesia, Jennifer Harris from the U.S. and student mentor Shannon Wenkoff. 


Activists working on issues 
ranging from labour strife, 
reproductive rights, genocide 
and literacy were selected to 


participate in the intensive 
training program which benefits 
from the state-of-the-art equip- 
ment at Loyola, as well as the 


WA 40 AS3INNOD 


expertise of two full-time profes- 
sors, Liz Miller and Marty Allor, 
10 student mentors and the 
Witness team. 

"I was a beginner when I got 
here,” said Marija Tosheva, a 
Macedonian program director 
supporting sex worker access to 
health care. "I had a confused 
idea of what I wanted to say 
when I got here. Now it's really 
clear and I have the skills as well 
as a concrete idea.” 

The participants spent their 
mornings working on advocacy 
plans, and during the after- 
noon they worked in teams 
with their student mentors 
(who earned credit for their 
participation) practically 
applying lessons to a single 
project. Each team interviewed 
someone from the Benny Farm 
project and produced a video 
of that interview. 

"The results were broadcast 
quality,” said Miller, one of the two 
communications professors who 
worked on the project for the sec- 
ond year in a row. "We had a final 


CLASSACTION 


screening at the SAT [Society for 
Arts and Technology] that was 
really moving.” Miller added that 
they are hoping to have another 
screening later this year. 

Miller said that many lessons 
were learned from last year's 
experience. Student mentors 
were given more responsibility, 
and good and bad examples of 
work were produced to help 
students visualize their own 
projects. 

"We also refined our menu to 
accommodate people with a 
wide variety of tastes, traditions 
and cultures." 

But it's the Benny Farm inter- 
views that Miller is most proud 
of. "There was incredible diversi- 
ty. The portraits represented 
long-time organizers and indi- 
viduals from four of the very 
unique programs programs that 
make up Benny Farm.” 
Currently, there are housing 
projects there for seniors, single 
mothers returning to school and 
people with disabilities, among 
others. 





KAREN HERLAND 


Shakespeare believed that the 
world was a_ stage, but 
Montrealers know that summer- 
time here is a festival. 

From the Fringe in springtime 
to the World Film Festival as the 
days grow shorter, with stops for 
Carifete, laughs, jazz, fireworks, 
beer and les Nuits d'Afrique, you 
could get festive almost every day 
of the season. Meanwhile, the 
Highlights festival offers the 
opportunity to gather and cele- 
brate during the shortest/coldest 
days of winter. 

Given the gusto with which we 
throw ourselves into the festivi- 
ties, you have to wonder if there 
is not something more than an 
excuse for a party going on. 

Anita Grants thought that the 
Fine Arts FFAR series of courses 
(Fine Arts courses not intended 
for Fine Arts majors) might be a 
good place to explore the con- 
cept further. Many of the courses 
under this rubric explore aspects 
of popular culture from an inter- 
disciplinary perspective. 

Offering the course in the sum- 


All the city’s a festival 


mertime made perfect sense. 
“There's so much going on for 
free in the summer, there's cul- 
ture all around, Grants said. 
Having been responsible for the 
FEAR program for many years, 
she knows that students from 
diverse fields take the courses. “If 
just one person in each course 
goes somewhere they have never 
been before, and then goes back 
once the course is done, well, 
then we've done what we set out 
to do, Grants said. 

Having Craig Morrison teach 
its inaugural term was also a log- 
ical move. 

As an ethnomusicologist, with 
both classical education and a 
long-time career teaching cours- 
es in jazz, rock and, as of this 
term, the Beatles, Morrison has 
been exploring the scope and 
impact of musical styles and sub- 
cultures in the classroom, and on 
the stage, for decades. He earned 
his PhD here in the interdiscipli- 
nary Humanities program. 

The festival course provided 
an opportunity to bring together 
concepts from history and soci- 
ology, leisure studies and post- 


modern theory. 

Traditionally, feasts were an 
opportunity to mark change, in 
season or in circumstance — the 
harvest or a wedding, for exam- 
ple. Festivals developed from 
that concept, but have grown to 
encompass much more. “They 
are helping people to cope with 
changes, but they are also linked 
to the postmodern concept of 
placelessness; Morrison said. 
For a designated period of time, 
in a designated part of town, peo- 
ple can gather with a common 


interest and sense of identity. 

“This temporary place can also 
represent an image of a place’ 
Morrison added. Even if our jazz 
festival is not quintessentially 
Montreal, people associate the 
celebration with the locale and 
feel that in visiting the annual 
carnival, they are closer to the 
local culture and people. 

The commercial angle is 
becoming increasingly promi- 
nent, and not just in terms of 
what food is allowed on site, or 
the sky-rocketing price of official’ 


a 


t-shirts and memorabilia. Folk 
festivals might have once repre- 
sented an opportunity to form a 
collective counter-culture, but 
now corporate and government 
funds both help shape the events 
and determine who gets invited 
to the party. 

Students in the course were 
able to view film footage of clas- 
sic festivals and meet organizers 
of current events. Morrison 
also was able to get tickets for 
the students to a few official 
events. 
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Montrealers had plenty of opportunity to get festive over the last few months. 
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Reducing & reusing on a massive scale 


KAREN HERLAND 


The latte you had at the Science 
Café and the orange peel left over 
from snack time at the Loyola 
daycare are helping to make the 
campus a little greener. 

When Louise Hénault-Ethier 
and Alexis Fortin have finished 
bringing staff and consumers on 
board across the entire universi- 
ty, 100 tonnes of Concordia 
waste each year will be trans- 
into 40-50 tonnes of 
nutrient-rich compost. 

“That will cover the lawns at 
Loyola with a quarter inch of 
compost each year, which is what 
they need as fertilizer? said 
Hénault-Ethier. Considering that 
last year the R4 project that she 
now runs produced 1.2 tonnes of 
compost (enough for the flowers 
around the AD Building at 
Loyola) the project seems fairly 
ambitious. 

But Hénault-Ethier, with the 
help of Fortin, hired through 
funding from Environment 
Canada, are behind a pilot project 
making Concordia the first aca- 
demic institution to benefit from 
a state-of-the-art industrial com- 
poster, produced in Brome, Que. 

The automated, _ entirely 
enclosed continuous system 
machine was designed for farmers 
to compost the waste from animal 
carcasses, but similar systems are 
used for all kinds of organic waste. 


formed 


Waste is rotated automatically at 
regular intervals, allowing it to 
aerate and speed up the transition 
from garbage to fertilizer. Once it 
hits capacity, the machine should 
be steadily producing compost 
that can be used at Loyola, and on 
the grounds of the Grey Nuns 
complex. 

Most home composters are 
discouraged from using ‘resist- 
ant’ materials like dairy, dough, 
animal products and oils, since 
they take much longer to break 
down, require high tempera- 
tures to kill potentially danger- 
ous pathogens and can create 
problems with rodents attracted 
to the rotting waste. The $35,000 
machine is capable of handling 
more material, which in turn 
heats up to higher temperatures 
than smaller scale operations 
can manage. According to 
Hénault-Ethier, the increased 
potential means that we fall just 
under the threshold for requir- 
ing a license as a waste-manage- 
ment facility. 

The previous systems were 
smaller scale, hand-built affairs 
that had limited capacity. The 
daycare, Science Café, Chartwell’s 
kitchen and some labs fed the 
Loyola system with organic 
waste, primarily fruit and veg- 
etable, and coffee grounds. Java U 
and the Hall 7th floor cafeteria 
collected waste for vermicom- 
posting at the Sir George 





Greenhouse. Any extra waste 
could be shipped out to Loyola in 
recycling trucks. Currently glass 
and metal produced on both 
campuses is collected at Loyola 
and paper and cardboard is col- 
lected downtown. Sending that 
material back and forth in trucks 
insures that trucks never roll 
empty and costs are reduced by 
having a single pick-up point for 
materials. Those same trucks can 
shuttle compostable waste, and 
finished compost back and forth 
where it is needed. 

Hénault-Ethier credits the uni- 
versity with being very supportive 
of the endeavour. 

The composter was set up in 
June, with extra help from the 
Sustainability Action Fund, 


Facilities Management, Environ- 
mental Health and Safety, the 
Concordia Council on Student 
Life and some funding through 
government programs. Small 
scale testing was done over the 
summer to determine how much 
energy was required to harvest 
compostable material, how high 
temperatures got, and the 
machine's capacity. The plan is to 
increase sources of waste steadily 
at the rate of 20 tonnes per year 
so that in five years, the 100- 
tonne input goal is reached. 
Hénault-Ethier points out that 
this will require a lot of training 
and participation from custodial 
and food service staff, as well as 
sensitization and recuperation 
facilities made available to con- 


ered a lot of attention when it was unveiled on Sept. 9. 
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sumers. Eventually, the pair 
hopes to be able to feed the com- 
poster about 400 kg per week 
with food waste. 

Concordia was the first univer- 
sity to be certified /C/ on recycle 
by Recyc-Quebec in 2007. R4 
Compost received recognition by 
the City of Montreal and the 
Conseil régional de l’environ- 
nement in 2007 and was award- 
ed a Forces AVENIR - 
Environment category prize in 
2007 for its composting pro- 
gram. R4 is also currently work- 
ing on a technical guide with the 
financial support of Recyc- 
Québec that will teach other 
institutions, businesses and 
industries how to implement 
their own composting programs. 





WENDY SMITH 


It’s not every day a school proj- 
ect scoops up a _ prestigious 
national award, but that’s exact- 
ly what happened to two stu- 
dent cinéastes who nabbed 
some glitzy hardware late last 
month. 

Sarah Quinn and Sébastien 
Rist of the Department of 
Communication Studies took 
home the Norman McLaren 
Award for Best Overall Film at 
the 39th Canadian Student Film 
Festival August 27. 

The Canadian Student Film 
Festival is part of the Montreal 
World Film Festival, a star- 
studded global spectacle that 
showcases work by industry 
heavyweights. 

At the awards gala, Rist was 
unprepared for the news that 
their short film, This Little 
Piggy, (enroutefilm.com/2008- 
selection/this-little-piggy) was 


This Little Piggy comes home 





A still from the award-winning student production, This Little Piggy. 


considered the best overall film 
by the jury panel. “I showed up 
wearing shorts and a t-shirt? 
he admitted. 

Their professor was less sur- 
prised. “Sarah and Seb were 
always very serious students 
and they pursued things in a 


very methodical way, said Tim 
Schwab, who taught the Film III 
class for which they produced 
the piece. “It was interesting to 
watch them merge their skills. 
The result of that alchemy is a 
14-minute short film about the 


first few awkward moments 


between an Anglophone student 
and the elderly Francophone 
woman who is renting him a 
room. 

“I enjoy focusing on stories 
that are very local and drawn 
from personal experience,’ 
Quinn said. “I could never have 
made this unless I saw parts of 
myself reflected in it” 

“I love the film because you 
don't really have any idea where 
it’s going.” said Schwab. “It’s 
technically good, well-acted and 
quirky, and has the ability to pull 
the audience into it. It’s a come- 
dy but it’s also very dark” 

Rist and Quinn had entered 
This Little Piggy in several festi- 
vals prior to the Canadian 
Student Film Festival. At the 
Young Cuts Festival, it was 
nominated for Best French 
Film and Best Director and 
won the People’s Choice Award. 
At the Fantasia Film Festival, it 
was shortlisted in the Best 


French Film category. It’s also 
currently screening through Air 
Canada’s enRoute student film 
festival. 

Quinn and Rist are quick to 
attribute much of the film's suc- 
cess to their team of behind-the- 
scenes clutch players, many of 
whom are fellow Concordia stu- 
dents and alumni. 

With the McLaren award 
under their belt, and $2,500 in 
technical from the 
National Film Board that comes 
with the prize, Quinn and Rist 
have set their sights on the next 


services 


big project. “I plan to stick with 
filmmaking until it stops being 
fun? said Quinn. 

Rist agrees. “It’s huge that we 
got that open door” 

Also at the festival, alumna 
Jacquelyn Mills picked up the 
Kodak Imaging Award for Best 
New Canadian Student Director 
for her film, For Wendy (see the 
Journal, May 8, 2008) 
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oor opens for digital textbooks 





Paper might become a thing of the past if textbooks go digital. Ours is the first bookstore in the country to offer digital texts. 


KAREN HERLAND 


Since 1994, textbook prices have 
jumped an average of 62 per 
cent. In that same period of 
time, the average cost of all 
books has only increased by 20 
per cent. 

According to bookstore direc- 
tor Lina Lipscombe, over 70 per 
cent of the academic publishing 


industry is concentrated in the 
hands of six major publishers. In 
other words, a small group of 
businesses (mostly based out- 
side of Canada) control what 
amounts to be well over $400 
million in annual sales in 
Canada alone. 

"We're extremely sensitive to 
the high prices of text books," 
said Lipscombe. For several 


Private residence 
opens doors 
to students 


Finding classrooms and picking 
up supplies keep most students 
busy for the first few weeks of 
school. For out-of-town  stu- 
dents, figuring out where to get 
groceries and how to set up an 
apartment are more tasks added 
to the list. 

Residence life offers a midway 
point between staying home and 
striking out on one’s own. 
Parents and students alike 
appreciate housing that pro- 
vides neighbours who are also 
possible classmates, supervision 
in the form of older, wiser resi- 
dence assistants and quarters 
that come supplied with the 
basic furnishings. Residents can 
also use rooms reserved for 
meal preparation, study or 
movie-watching. 

Currently, Concordia has 434 
beds on two campuses reserved 
for students from out of town. 
“But we can't supply the beds to 


meet the demand,” acknowl- 
edged Laurel Leduc, Residence 
Admissions Coordinator. 

Peter Bolla, Associate Vice- 
President of Facilities Manage- 
ment, said Concordia has 
reserved 44 beds (one full floor) 
in a new private residence 
building that opened up on Ste, 
Catherine St., just east of the 
Bay. 

“Melanie*Drew and I met 
with the promotors and were 
happy with the quality of the 
space,” said Bolla. He added 
that the company has experi- 
ence with similar projects in 
Ontario. 

Students who could not get 
rooms through the university 
were offered the opportunity to 
apply to the 515 Ste. Catherine 
residence (www.515stecather- 
ine.com). The project offers 
multi-bedroom apartments 
with study, exercise and media 





years now, the bookstore has 
established networks for sec- 
ond-hand books. Once a profes- 
sor requests a book, the book- 
store staff try to find second- 
hand copies, and to establish 
relationships with other schools 
and wholesalers. 

And now, we are the first aca- 
demic bookstore in Canada to 
sign on With Nebraska Books 
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division Jumpbooks and offer 
digital versions of textbooks. 

"We want to be able to offer 
students a choice,” explained 
Lipscombe. Although there are 
only a handful of required texts 
currently available in digital 
form, the number is growing. 
"If we don't do it, somebody 
else will.” 

Lipscombe has long deplored 
the increasingly common prac- 
tice of making minor changes in 
textbooks, then re-releasing the 
‘new’ edition with a heftier price 
tag, sometimes 10 to 20 per cent 
more. 

At the same time, Public 
Interest Research Groups in the 
U.S. have released studies cri- 
tiquing the academic publishing 
industry. Increasingly, textbooks 
are only available ‘bundled’ with 
a variety of CDs, online quizzes, 
study aids, etc. that can 
increase the price of a textbook 
by between 10 and 47 per cent. 

The PIRG report notes that 
textbooks are sometimes no 
longer available without these 
expensive extras, even though 
two-thirds of the professors 
they asked ‘rarely’ or ‘never’ 


used the material. 

Digital books allow students 
to electronically lease a text- 
book over a specific period of 
time (the equivalent of one, two 
or three terms). The purchase 
price (about half the price of a 
new textbook) gives students an 
access code to an online portal 
where they can read, highlight 
and comment on the text. 

Students are limited to a sin- 
gle computer to view the text, 
are not able to print the materi- 
al and are frozen out after their 
lease expires. But, for the price 
of a second-hand or older edi- 
tion, they were able to use the 
current text. Students can 
‘return’ the book if they drop the 
course, as long as they haven't 
used their access code yet. 

Concordia was also the first 
bookstore to allow students to 
register for customized book 
lists. Students receive lists of the 
titles required for all the courses 
they have registered for, and can 
receive alerts when the books 
arrive in the bookstore. The 
bookstore also has services opti- 
mized for use on BlackBerries 
and some cell phones. 
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Concordia’s new residents celebrated at a BBQ during the last days of Aug. In front are 
brothers Kyler (lighter t-shirt) and Kristopher Kelly. Behind them, from left, are Amanda 
Foley, Simon Wake, Kevin Hazelhurst, Cameron Bates and Gretchen Smith. 


rooms located throughout the 
building. 

Bolla explained that although 
the application process is exter- 
nal to Concordia, a residence 
assistant was provided through 
the university to help guide new- 
bies through life in Montreal. 

Bolla said the door is open to 
take on more space next year, if 
things work out. 


Meanwhile, he is currently 
president of the Cité 
Universitaire project, which is 
looking into developing a shared 
residence for Montreal universi- 
ties’ international students. 

Sites are being scouted in 
the same area as the 515 resi- 
dence. Concordia is expecting 
to have a large number of beds 
in this new project. 





Food bank 
benefits from 
tournament 


What started off as a way to get 
Concordians together off-cam- 
pus turned into a fundraising 
drive for the NDG Food Depot. 

In mid-July, Joanne Beaudoin, 
Administrative Director of 
Graduate Studies, put out a call 
for a two-day recreational softball 
tournament in Cote-St-Luc. 

By the time the date was set, 
the event had developed into a 
fundraiser. Brian Blumer of Parks 
and Recreation for the city of 
Cote-St-Luc donated the use of 
the fields as well. 

Six teams registered to play on 
what turned out to be one of the 
hottest weekends of the summer. 
Victory went to Club 7310 after a 
well-fought overtime battle 
against a team from the Student 
Service Centre, Bookstore and 
JMSB. 

Susan Durkee from Enrolment 
Services and Beaudoin donated 
food for sale. In the end, four 
boxes of non-perishable food and 
$800 were presented to a very 
appreciative NDG Food Depot. 
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SEPTEMBER I1| - SEPTEMBER 25 


Shelley's Triumph of Life 


Joel Faflak, author of Romantic Psychoanalysis and the Burden of the Mystery (SUNY, 2007) and 
associate professor of English at the University of Western Ontario, will deliver a lecture on the 
Difficult Education of Shelley's Triumph of Life as part of a two-day research event organized 
by the Technologies, Media, and Representations in Nineteenth-Century Britain and 
France’Research Group. The lecture will take place Thurs., Sept. 11 at 4:30 p.m. in LB 646. 


Alternative Orientation 


Alternative Orientation is organized by QPIRG Concordia. Through film screenings, work- 
shops, tours and other activities, students can learn about social and environmental issues, 
movements and organizations at Concordia and in Montreal. On Thurs., Sept. 11, a benefit 
fundraiser for the the International Middle East Media Center in Bethlehem, Palestine, will be 
held at Le Social at 7 p.m., 1455 Bishop St. (across from the Library building). Admission is 
$5-10 on a sliding scale. 


On Mon., Sept. 15, in collaboration with Cinema Politica, the film Family Motel will be 
screened in H-110. It follows a family as they discover the reality of immigrant life in Canada. 


Out of the Closets and Into the Streets is a workshop on Tues., Sept. 16, that aims to introduce 
radical queer theory and practice. It will be held at QPIRG, 1500 De Maisonneuve Blvd. W., 
above Café Depét. Please RSVP to this event. For more events, including a dance, workshops 
and tours, please see gpirgconcordia.org/alternativeorientation 


Celebrate Griffintown 


Predominantly settled by Irish workers escaping the potato famine of the 1800s, Griffintown 
is known as Montreal's first planned suburb. Two Concordians have organized a festival Sept. 
12-14 to celebrate the historic neighbourhood. The event will feature films, theatre, family 
activities, the Griffintown gallery, live music and a dance party. Long-time resident Denis 
Delaney will give walking tours and filmmaker Richard Burman will provide vintage photo- 
graphs of the neighbourhood from his documentary Ghosts of Griffintown. All events are free 
and donations are gratefully accepted. For more information and a complete event schedule, 
visit www.remembergriffintown.org . 


Montreal-North: films and discussion at Cinéma du Parc 


In the wake of violence between police and community members in Montreal North this sum- 
mer, Cinéma du Parc, Ciné-Militant and Productions Multi-Monde organized two evenings of 
film and discussion on Sept. 12 and 13 at Cinéma du Parc called Montreal-North: the First of 
Many? The films Hate and Boyz in the Hood will be shown and followed by a panel discussion. 
Panel guests are Eric Shragge, Principal of the School of Community and Public Affairs; Rony 
Bastien and Will Prosper from Montréal-Nord Republik; Mitchi Esguerra from Community 
Alliance for Social Justice; and Malcolm Guy, director and documentary maker from Montreal. 
Details are at the Cinéma’s site: www.cirtemaduparc.com/ 


New Databases at Concordia Libraries Facilitate Research 


Did you know that Concordia Libraries have approximately 500 electronic databases that 
access thousands of journal articles in every academic discipline taught at the university? 
New databases are regularly added to our collection. A multidisciplinary ‘show-and-tell’ of 
new and interesting teaching and research resources will take place Wed., Sept. 17 from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. in room LB 203 of the Webster Library, presented by Cameron Hoffman. 


Homecoming 2008 festivities 


On Sept. 20, the football game against Laval University starts at 1 p.m. at Loyola. On Sun., 
Sept. 21, also at Loyola, All Concordians are invited to the award-winning Family Fair Day. It's 
a great opportunity to meet star Concordians Otis Grant and Sylvain Girard, as well as our 
deans, in a fun atmostphere with clowns and face-painting for the kids. Hot dogs and burgers 
will be served, and they'll be making ice cream with nitrogen, among other fun science proj- 
ects. The Ecomuseum-Zoo will be showing off frogs, salamanders, birds and snakes. For 
details on these events and many more events, see homecoming.concordia.ca/ 


On Thurs., Sept. 25, the Abitibi-Consolidated lecture will feature James Orbinski, humanitari- 
an advocate, past-president of Doctors Without Borders and Nobel Peace Prize recipient. He 
will speak on Global Health and Humanitarianism. 


Workshop on Sustainable Development at Concordia 


Last fall, a group of faculty members doing research at Concordia met to discuss their 
research on environmental issues and how they could work more closely in realizing the 
important impact this research could have in our community. This year, the topic is broad- 
ened to include all research concerning sustainability. This event welcomes all those who are 
already conducting research on issues concerning sustainability and will also serve as a forum 
to share your vision and ideas on the creation of a School of Sustainability at Concordia. Come 
meet your colleagues from around the university and learn about their ideas on interdiscipli- 
nary research. The workshop will take place Thurs., Sept. 18 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in S-H 1225. 
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Lunch will be served. For more information or to RSVP, please contact Mariam Masud at ext. 
5136 or email sustain@alcor.concordia.ca 


Lecture on trust, integrity in business 


Michael C. Jensen is the Jesse Isidor Straus Professor of Business Administration, Emeritus, at 
Harvard Business School. On Tues., Sept. 16 from 2 to 4 p.m. in GM 407-1, he will present his 
paper, co-authored with Werner Erhard and Steve Zaffron, “A New Model of Integrity: An 
Actionable Pathway to Trust, Productivity and Value Creation.’ Coffee and refreshments will 
be served. Professor Jensen will be available to meet students and interested faculty that same 
morning from 10;15 a.m. until noon in GM 702. For details, please contact Lorne N. Switzer at 
ext. 2960 or switz@jmsb.concordia.ca 


The Underwear Affair 


Also known as the Segal Cancer Run, the Underwear Affair aims to bring attention to cancers that 
hit below the belt. Tyrone Smith has already formed Team Concordia and he's looking for your 
support. He and his team will run 10 km in their underwear on Sat., Sept. 20 to raise funds for can- 
cer research. See mo08.uncoverthecure.org/goto/teamCONCORDIA for full details and to sign up. 


Restorientation 101 


On Sat., Sept. 20, from 2 to 5 p.m., the FOFA Gallery is inviting students entering their first year 
in any program at Concordia to experience the September show, an artist talk by Jane Tingley 
and the RESTORIENTATION 101 workshop. Participants in the latter will be sent out onto the 
Concordia campus equipped with disposable cameras and a goal of an artistic intervention: 
showcasing a part of the campus that participants would like to improve, alter and interact 
with. The gallery is located on the ground floor of the EV building on the Mackay side. 


Speaking of Photography 


The Speaking of Photography lecture series, organized by the Department of Art History, kicks 
off on Tues., Sept. 23 at 6:30 p.m. with Jerry Zaslove, Professor emeritus, Humanities and 
English, Simon Fraser University. He will discuss Mindfulness Toward Memory in Four 
Photographic Objects, or How Benjamin's Objects Speak to Us. All lectures in the 2008-09 
series will be held in amphitheatre EV 1.605, 1515 Ste. Catherine St. W. Lectures are free and 
open to the public. For more information closer to the event, see finearts.concordia.ca/news/ 


Aerospace Forum for ENCS students 


All ENCS students are invited to attend the 7th edition of the Student Aerospace Forum on 
Sept. 24 and 25. The Forum is an opportunity to exchange with professionals, teachers and 
students from the aerospace industry. It will focus on career opportunities in aeronautics and 
aerospace in Quebec and will present the innovative characters of local companies. The 
forum is free and includes lunch and a cocktail with industry representatives and your peers. 
See users.encs.concordia.ca/~saf2008/ for details. Don't miss out on this great networking 
opportunity. 


Concurrent exhibitions 


Until Sept. 26, the FOFA Gallery will present concurrent exhibits by our students and alumni. 
Concordia graduate Jane Tingley (MFA 06 Studio) will present an installation called Untitled 
plant (iPod) Project that explores the active relationship between the gallery space, its objects 
and its audience. Using plants, prosthetics, sensors and speakers, the sounds in this installa- 
tion will change as it detects the presence of its viewer. Simultaneously Art History graduate 
student Mark Clintberg is presenting a recent video, Recovering Agnostic, by young Canadian 
artists in the projection gallery. The video addresses the problematics of confessional, persua- 
sive or emotive displays in art-making. For details: fofagallery.concordia.ca/ 


Signals in the Dark 


Until Oct. 11, the Leonard & Bina Ellen Gallery will show Signals in the Dark: Art in the Shad- 
ow of War. Curated by Séamus Kealy, the exhibition seeks to uncover and focus on contempo- 
rary phenomena of global war and its supporting infrastructures, including forms of knowl- 
edge, representation, and behaviour. For gallery hours and more details, please see www.ellen- 
gallery.concordia.ca 


Call for Papers on Oral History 


The Oral History Forum has a call out for papers on oral history and how it relates to family. 
Those working in the field of oral history are invited to submit theoretical and methodologi- 
cal papers, empirically-based essays, reviews (books, new media, exhibitions, films, theatrical 
productions), and discussions for a special edition of the journal in early 2009. The online jour- 
nal is found here: hétp://journal.canoha.ca. Submit queries and contributions (abstracts and 
CVs) to forum@uwinnipeg.ca by Noy. 15. Complete papers are due Feb. 6, 2009. 
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Olympian achievement 


JMSB student realizes dreams through hard work 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 


In the delicate balance of battle 
and ballet that is the sport of 
fencing, it’s the rare athlete who 
first takes up a blade at the age 
of 13 and reaches the Olympics 
by 21. Meet Philippe Beaudry, 
rare athlete. 

The second-year finance stu- 
dent at JMSB is back from an 
emotional three weeks in 
Beijing where he competed in 
the individual sabre category. 

Since starting his fencing 
career in 2000, he has won a 
total of ten Canadian champi- 
onships, at both junior and sen- 
ior levels. 

In 2007, Beaudry placed third 
in the Junior World 
Championships and won gold at 


the Pan Am Games in Rio de 
Janeiro. He won a make-or- 
break Americas Zone competi- 
tion in Mexico in April to qualify 
for the Canadian Olympic Team. 

Realizing his Olympic dream 
was all the more significant 
given his family’s history in 
fencing. His father, Paul, was on 
the Canadian team for 15 years 
and qualified to represent his 
country “at the ~Moscow 
Olympics in 1980 but was 
denied the opportunity when 
Canada boycotted those games. 

What is it like to train for 
international competition while 
attending university? 

“To be honest, it’s very diffi- 
cult,” said Beaudry. “I put school 
and fencing first, and everything 
else is secondary.’ 





Beaudry celebrates at the Pan Am Games in Rio de Janeiro. 


Friday, September 19, 2008, at 1 p.m. 


Engineering, Computer Science and Visual Arts Integrated Complex 


1515 Ste. Catherine St. West 





Philippe Beaudry flies at his opponent during the Junior World Championships held last year in Turkey. 


Beaudry attends school full- 
time in the fall but only part- 
time in winter when there are 
more competitions. His days 
can include training in the 
morning and evening, with 
classes in between. He trains an 
average of five hours a day, five 
or six days a week. 

The athlete's lifestyle has pro- 
vided “many valuable lessons” 
applicable to his studies. 

“I've learned concentration, 
discipline, perseverance - and 
organization,’ he said. “I’m very 
well organized in any project | 
undertake. It's made me very 
good at multi-tasking” 

Beaudry arrived in Beijing 


ranked 34th in the world. He 
won his first match but was 
later eliminated by no less than 
the defending Olympic gold 
medalist. His Olympic experi- 
ence, however, didn't end there. 

“I was there for three weeks, 
and each was different,’ recalled 
Beaudry. 

The first focused entirely on 
preparation for his event, while 
the last was spent socializing. 

“The welcome the Chinese 
offered was impeccable, they 
were extremely nice, and always 
had a smile; said Beaudry. “And 
each athlete you meet in the 
Olympic village is an extraordi- 
nary person, you can even see it 


in the way they carry them- 
selves. It was a heart-warming 
experience.” 

The middle week? That was 
spent attending other events 
and exploring Beijing with his 
brother Francois - and their 
father, who had the chance to 
live his Olympic dream through 
his son. 

“Always believe in your 
dreams, said Beaudry. “Every 
time I attain my objective and 
realize a dream, it’s supremely 
satisfying. And then, I raise the 
bar. From year to year, I try to 
surprise.’ 

Look for Beaudry in London 
in 2012. 





shuffle.concordia.ca 
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